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HONORING ALBERTUS MAGNUS

COLLEGE ON THEIR 75TH ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO
OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 25, 2000
Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it gives me

great pleasure to rise today to congratulate
Albertus Magnus College on its 75th anniver-
sary. With the purchase of a New Haven man-
sion renamed Rosary Hall, the Dominican Sis-
ters of Saint Mary of the Spring founded
Albertus Magnus in 1925. Since then, the
Albertus Magnus community has become a
landmark in the city of New Haven.

Initially a women’s college, Albertus Magnus
has expanded its program base to meet the
needs of a our changing community. Dr. Julia
McNamara, President of Albertus Magnus, has
served as the driving force behind these inno-
vations. Her dedication to students, commit-
ment to excellence, and creative energy have
been the key to the renaissance at Albertus
Magnus. The New Dimensions Program is an
excellent example of how Albertus Magnus
has created new and innovative programs to
open the doors of education to a broad spec-
trum of students. Introduced only six years
ago, the New Dimensions Program is an alter-
native education program that allows working
adults to obtain their Associate’s, Bachelor’s,
and Master’s degrees in Management at an
accelerated pace convenient to their schedule.
This nontraditional program has allowed hun-
dreds of working men and women to further
their education while continuing in their ca-
reers.

In addition to its dedication to educational
opportunity and academic excellence, Albertus
Magnus is a tremendous resource to the New
Haven community. Administrators, faculty and
students are involved with service organiza-
tions throughout the city—demonstrating a
deep commitment to enriching our neighbor-
hoods and making a real difference in the
community. As a host site for the 1995 World
Special Olympics, Albertus opened its campus
to thousands of children and families who trav-
eled to New Haven to participate in the
games, playing an instrumental role in the
success of that extraordinary event.

Albertus Magnus College, though small in
comparison to other local schools, is rich in
history and committed to providing its students
with the skills and confidence necessary for
future success. Over its 75-year history,
Albertus Magnus has continually dedicated
itself to providing its students with an excep-
tional college experience. I was privileged to
be asked to teach international politics in the
1970’s at the college, and I thoroughly en-
joyed this experience. Recently graduating the
largest class in its history, Albertus Magnus
has succeeded in fulfilling the dreams of the
Dominican Sisters of Saint Mary of the
Springs—creating a collegiate environment
that successfully challenges students to real-
ize their full potential as scholars and as
human beings.

It is my great honor to join with the adminis-
trators, faculty, students, alumni, and commu-
nity members who have gathered this evening
to express my heartfelt congratulations on the
75th anniversary of Albertus Magnus College
and extend my best wishes for continued suc-
cess.
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, because many
of my colleagues and I remain extremely con-
cerned about the possibility that Yasser Arafat
and the PLO will declare a Palestinian state
unilaterally, I am introducing legislation today
that would underscore the need for a nego-
tiated settlement between the two parties.

The Peace Through Negotiations Act of
2000 recognizes that resolving the political
status of the territory controlled by the Pales-
tinian Authority is one of the central issues of
the Arab-Israeli conflict.

The Palestinian threat to declare an inde-
pendent state unilaterally constitutes a funda-
mental violation of the underlying principles of
the Oslo Accords and the Middle East peace
process. That threat continues unabated.

Accordingly, the bill I am introducing today
would establish that it is the policy of the
United States to oppose the unilateral declara-
tion of a Palestinian state, and that diplomatic
recognition should be withheld if one is unilat-
erally declared. The bill would also prohibit all
U.S. assistance to the Palestinians except for
humanitarian aid, and would downgrade the
PLO office in Washington, D.C.

Additionally, the measure would encourage
other countries and international organizations
to join the United States in withholding diplo-
matic recognition, and would authorize the
President of the United States to withhold pay-
ment of U.S. contributions to international or-
ganizations that recognize a unilaterally de-
clared Palestinian state.

Mr. Speaker, over eighteen months ago,
Congress spoke with one voice about the
prospects of a unilateral declaration of state-
hood by the Palestinians. Non-binding legisla-
tion adopted by both houses stated that ‘‘any
attempt to establish Palestinian statehood out-
side the negotiating process will invoke the
strongest congressional opposition.’’

The Peace Through Negotiations Act is a
measured, but legislatively binding response
to that possibility. Accordingly, I urge my col-
leagues’ cosponsorship and strong endorse-
ment of this landmark legislation (H.R. 5272)
and request that the text of the legislation be
printed at this point in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.
H.R. 5272—A BILL TO PROVIDE FOR A UNITED

STATES RESPONSE IN THE EVENT OF A UNI-
LATERAL DECLARATION OF A PALESTINIAN
STATE

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Peace
Though Negotiations Act of 2000’’.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:
(1) Resolving the political status of the ter-

ritory controlled by the Palestinian Author-
ity is one of the central issues of the Arab-
Israeli conflict.

(2) The Palestinian threat to declare an
independent state unilaterally constitutes a
fundamental violation of the underlying
principles of the Oslo Accords and the Middle
East peace process.

(3) On March 11, 1999, the Senate over-
whelmingly adopted Senate Concurrent Res-
olution 5, and on March 16, 1999, the House of
Representatives adopted House Concurrent
Resolution 24, both of which resolved that:
‘‘any attempt to establish Palestinian state-
hood outside the negotiating process will in-
voke the strongest congressional opposi-
tion.’’.

(4) On July 25, 2000, Palestinian Chairman
Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister Barak
issued a joint statement agreeing that the
‘‘two sides understand the importance of
avoiding unilateral actions that prejudice
the outcome of negotiations and that their
differences will be resolved in good-faith ne-
gotiations’’.
SEC. 3. POLICY OF THE UNITED STATES

It shall be the policy of the United States
to oppose the unilateral declaration of a Pal-
estinian state, to withhold diplomatic rec-
ognition of any Palestinian state that is uni-
laterally declared, and to encourage other
countries and international organizations to
withhold diplomatic recognition of any Pal-
estinian state that is unilaterally declared.
SEC. 4. MEASURES TO BE APPLIED IF A PALES-

TINIAN STATE IS UNILATERALLY DE-
CLARED.

(a) MEASURES.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, beginning on the date that
a Palestinian state is unilaterally declared
and ending on the date such unilateral dec-
laration is rescinded or on the date of a
signed negotiated agreement between Israel
and the Palestinian Authority under the
terms of which the establishment of a Pales-
tinian state is mutually agreed upon, the fol-
lowing measures shall be applied:

(1) DOWNGRADE IN STATUS OF PALESTINIAN
OFFICE IN THE UNITED STATES.—

(A) Section 1003 of the Foreign Relations
Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 1988 and 1989
(Public Law 100–204) as enacted on December
22, 1987, shall have the full force and effect of
law, and shall apply notwithstanding any
waiver or suspension of such section that
was authorized or exercised subsequent to
December 22, 1987.

(B) For purposes of such section, the term
‘‘Palestine Liberation Organization or any of
its constituent groups, any successor to any
of those, or any agent thereof’’ shall include
the Palestinian Authority and the govern-
ment of any unilaterally declared Pales-
tinian state.

(C) Nothing in this paragraph shall be con-
strued to preclude—

(i) the establishment or maintenance of a
Palestinian information office in the United
States, operating under the same terms and
conditions as the Palestinian information of-
fice that existed prior to the Oslo Accords; or

(ii) diplomatic contacts between Pales-
tinian officials and United States counter-
parts.

(2) PROHIBITION ON UNITED STATES ASSIST-
ANCE TO A UNILATERALLY DECLARED PALES-
TINIAN STATE.—United States assistance may
not be provided, directly or indirectly, to the
government of a unilaterally declared Pales-
tinian state, the Palestinian Authority, or to
any successor or related entity.

(3) PROHIBITION ON UNITED STATES ASSIST-
ANCE TO THE WEST BANK AND GAZA.—United
States assistance (except humanitarian as-
sistance) may not be provided to programs or
projects in the West Bank or Gaza.

(4) AUTHORITY TO WITHHOLD PAYMENT OF
UNITED STATES CONTRIBUTIONS TO INTER-
NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS THAT RECOGNIZE A
UNILATERALLY DECLARED PALESTINIAN
STATE.—The President is authorized to—

(A) withhold up to 10 percent of the United
States assessed contribution to any inter-
national organization that recognizes a uni-
laterally declared Palestinian state; and

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 05:04 Sep 26, 2000 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A25SE8.015 pfrm04 PsN: E25PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-14T13:31:16-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




